
Rwanda


Youth 2000 Profile



Total Population:

7,724,000 

Youth Population:

1,640,000 

Youth Population (15-24) in %:

21.2% 

Median Age (years):

17.3 



Source: World Population Prospects (United Nations, New York, 2002)



Youth Focal Points

Governmental:

Ministere de la Jeunesse and du Mouvement Associatie
B.P. 1044
Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: 250 835 13 83527
Fax: 250 835 18

Non-Governmental (NGOs):

Data not available



Statistics on Youth

Demographic Indicators:
Total Population 1995:

7,724,000 

Projected Population 2030:

13,453,000 

Youth Population (15-24) 1995:

21.2% 

Projected Youth Population 2030:

21.9% 

Male Population (15-24) 1995:

739,000 

Female Population (15-24) 1995:

900,000 

Median Age 1995 (years):

16.5 

Urban Population (15-24) 1995:

n/a 

Rural Population (15-24) 1995:

n/a 


Educational Indicators:
Education Compulsory Age (years):

7-13 

Illiterate Total (15+) 1995:

33.2% 

Illiterate Males (15+) 1995:

26.4% 

Illiterate Females (15+) 1995:

39.6% 

Gross Enrolment 1994:
Secondary % of relevant age:

M:14; F:14 (2001) 

Tertiary % of relevant age:

MF: 2 (2001) 

Public Expenditure on Education:
As % of Current Government Expenditures:

n/a 

Expenditure on 2nd Level:

23.7% (2001) 

Expenditure on 3rd Level:

34.7% (2001) 


Employment Indicators:
Economic activity (15-19) in %:

M: 85%; F: 82% (2000) 

Economic activity (20-24) in %:

M: 96%; F: 87% (2000) 

Annual growth rate (15-19) in %:

M: 10.2%; F: 10.2% (1995-2000) 

Annual growth rate (20-24) in %:

n/a 

Youth and Labor Force in %:

M:36 %; F: 36% (2000) 

Total Unemployment in %:

n/a 

Youth Unemployment (15-19) in %:

n/a 

Youth Unemployment (20-14) in %:

n/a 


Health Indicators:
Male Life Expectancy (years) 1995:

38 

Female Life Expectancy (years) 1995:

40 

Birth Rate 1995:

4.1 

Infant Mortality Rate in %:

13.3 

Average Annual Population Growth in %:

3.5 

Leading Causes of Death:

n/a 




National Youth Policy

Within the Government, the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture (MIJESPOC) coordinate the national youth policy of Rwanda in cooperation with other youth-serving ministries.

In Rwanda the number of street children has increased fivefold since 1994 as a result of the internal war. The Government, to address the problem, has set up "drop-in-centers" to bring together street children and provide them food, clothing and shelter. The Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture works to support the sustained existence of those young people who have dropped out of school or don't have the opportunity to attend school. Job programmes have been put in place to help them. Conciousness raising has been a theme of the youth policies. Solidarity camps have been established throughout the country to teach patriotic values and practical skills. Since 1995, the Government has undertaken a policy of national youth reconciliation.

In 1998, youth representatives were elected from grass roots level to national level (National Youth Council of Rwanda - NYCR). In 2001, the president and vice-president of NYCR were appointed members of the National Assembly. After the end of the transitional period and in line with the new constitution, by the end of September 2003 the Rwandan youth elected two deputies to represent them in Parliament. In 2002, municipal elections took place and in all communes there are now vice mayors in charge of youth affairs.

At national level, the Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture (MIJESPOC) is dealing with youth matters. But being a cross- sectoral item, and taking into account that the majority of the Rwandan population are youth, there are several ministries and commissions in charge of subjects relevant to youth, such as education, HIV/AIDS, national unity and reconciliation etc. 



National Youth and Student Coordinating Bodies:

According to our information there seems to be no coordinating body for youth in Rwanda. In 1990, a student organization with coordinating functions has been reported that was called General Association of Students at the National University of Rwanda (AGEUNR). But it is not clear whether this organization still exists. Nevertheless, there exists an unknown number of youth and student organizations in Rwanda. At least some of them are shown in the contact list below.

Appui a la Formation des Jeunes
Gerald Guskowski
B.P. 59
Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: 00250 78710

Association des Guides du Rwanda (AGR)
B.P. 76
Kigale, Rwanda

Croix Rouge Rwandaise de la Jeunesse (CRRJ)
B.P. 425 
Kigale, Rwanda

Jeunesse Ouvriere Chretienne du Rwanda (JOCR)
B.P. 91
Kigale, Rwanda

Ministry of Youth and the Associated Movement
B.P. 1044
Kigali, Rwanda

Union Chretienne de Jeune Gens et Jeune Fille du Rwanda (UCJGJFR)
B.P. 2343
Kigale, Rwanda



Sources:
Demographic Indicators: Demographic Yearbook 1995 (United Nations, New York, 1997). World Population Prospects (United Nations, New York, 1996)
Education Indicators: UNESCO, Statistical Yearbook, 1996
Employment Indicators: Yearbook of Labour Statistics (ILO, Geneva, 1995); Yearbook of Labour Statistics (ILO, Geneva, 1996). When no recent data was available, Youth Movements of the World, United Kingdom; 1990 was used.
Health Indicators: World Health Statistics, (WHO, Geneva, 1995). World Development Indicators, (Worldbank, Washington, DC, 1997). Statistical Charts and indicators on the Situation of Youth, UN, New York: 1992.
National youth policy and Youth focal points: Data Base on Youth, Youth Unit, 1997.

